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VINDICATION 


OF THE 


ChurchofEngland, «. 


The INTRODUCTION. 


Erefie is a crime of ſo crimſon a alye, ſo heinous in 
it ſelf, and of ſs dangerous and deſtruitive conſe- 
quence both to the Feretickh himſelf , and to 0- 
thers ; that, without great, plain and pregnant proof, to 
charge any Chriſtian, or Society of Chriſtians therewith, 
doth evidently betray a raſh, cenſorious, malicious and 
wnchriſtian temper in them that doe it. I cannot bat 
wonder therefore that the Church of Rome, upon ſo light 
and inſufficient grounds, ſhould be ſo liberal in beſtowing 
this Charafter upon the Church of England, and thoſe of 
her Communion. T.udovicus Vives one of their own Men De corrups, 
did long ſince complain of this, ſaying, Hzreſis nomen re- "** 
bus leviſſimis impingitur, &c. The name of FHerefie 1s 
laid npon every light matter ; ſo would the Scotiſts deal 
with the Thomilts, if the cuſtome of the Schools had not 
made the name ſo familiar. It is a good caution, and | 
worthy to be attended to, which Alphonſus de Caſtro, De Heref:” 
another of their own Dofors, gives in this caſe, Tdcirco © '-©7- 
fit, &c. Therefore it happeneth that they who fo raſhly P13 
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(6) 
pronounce and call every thing Herefie, not confidering 
what or whereof they ſpeak, are often. ſmitten with their 
own dart, and fall into the ſame pit which they them- 
ſelves had dizged for others. For this I ſhould rather 
call Hereſie, to advance the Writings of Men unto the 
ſame degree of honour with the Word - of God; which 
' they do, who think it altogether as impious to diſſent from 
them, as from the Scriptures of God. 
We freely confeſs, with $t. Auſtin, Errare poſſumus, 
We may miſtake and be in an errour ; but we as fully reſolve, 
with that holy Father, Hzxretici eſſe nolumus, We will 
never be guilty by Herefie. We have too great an abhor- 
rence for it, and are too well acquainted with the miſchief 
of it, to run our ſelves upon that rock. We are well ſa- 
tisfied how dangerous and deſtruitrue Herefie is. It with- 
draws men from the way of Truth, and makes them ene- 
Gal 5. 20, nies and blaſphemers of it : It excludes men from the 
oy Kingdom of God, and makes them become men of corrupt 
2Tim.3.8. minds, and reprobate concerning the Faith. Nor i it 
only hurtfull to thoſe that are guilty of it, but to others 
alſo. For, It doth grievouſly diſturb and trouble the 
peace of God's Church, by ſtirring up ſtrife, contention, 
emulation and diviſion among the members thereof. It 
ſeduceth unwary Souls, and betrays them to their own 
ruine and deſtruttion. It weakens the authority of Holy 
Scriptures, and deprives men of the profit and advantage 
thereof, by perverting ſometimes the ſenſe, and ſometimes 
the letter of thoſe Sacred Writings. Ina word, it makes 
the Chriſtian Religion to be evil ſpoken of among thoſe who 
are without. 
Defenſ. 4- Biſhop Jewel gives us a ſhort but full deſcription of it, 
polog. Sc. when he tells us, Herelie is a forſaking ot falvation, a 
part. I. | As 
chap.7, Tenouncing of God's grace, a departing from the body 
diviſ. 2. p. and ſpirit of Chriſt. 
45 Theſe are our Sentiments of the ſin of Herefie, and if 
our Adverſaries can drawa Character more black, we ſo- 
lemnuly 
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lemnly promiſe, and ſeriouſly declare, that, ſo far as it 
is true, we are ready to joyn with them, And after all 
this can any one ſuſpeit that we ſhould be in love with 
Herefre ? 

But whether we be or no, it matters not, ſo long as 
the Church of Rome, which thinks her ſelf infallible, 
is pleaſed to charge us therewith, to fix that title 
upon us, and as ſock to repreſent us to the World. 
How juftly, or unjuſtly rather this foul aſperfion is caſt 
upon us, will be enquired into. in the- following diſ- 
courſe, the deſign of the Authour therein. being, to vine 
dicate the Church of England therefrom, which if he 
ſhall be ſo happy as to doe, then. will it appear that 
the Church of Rome was mightily miſtaken in her 
Cenſure, and that will be no ſmall flaw in her In- 
fallibility ; but if upon a fair and full debate it ſhall 
plainly appear, that they who ſo raſhly pronounce and 
call us Hereticks, be themſelves the guilty perſons, 
then will it highly concern them ( if they have any 
care. of their Souls ) to confider how deeply they are 
wounded with their own dart; and how low they are 
fallen into that Pit which they haa digged for us ; 
that ſo by a true and timely repentance they may. riſe 


again, 


(8) 


STCT HE 


Of Hereſze. 


I N order to a right ſtating of the true and genuine 
| Notion of Herefie ; it will be requiſite to confider 
both the Importance of the Name, and the Nature of 
| the Thing. 
_ The word Hereſfie is a Greek word, and admits of 
-— -uivay many, and thoſe different fGgnifications, as Scapula 
informs us out of ſeveral Authours. To reckon t 
all up, would waſt roo much time and paper, and 
conduce but little to the deſign in hand ; I ſhall there- 
fore onely mention three, 

I. I find it ſometimes rendered, conquering or ſub- 
duing, thus it is uſed by ZZerodor, and Thucyd. in 
whom we meet with theſe expreſſions. Alzeiv aan, 

to ſubduea City, and aizong ww, the taking of a 
x” City, and thus it is uſed by Greg, Naz. ws ua; 14 & 
”  .eizjouc, Thou ſhalt not overcome us. 
2+ It is ſometimes rendered Elefion or Option, as 
pears by theſe expreſſions, aizzi9a piazc, ro make 
choge of triends, 2i25pa mw 63, I chooſe my way, 
zigeinzai ugg, tochooſe a Judge, me} mx aiglons 
TexyAxTuv £uammmuoTe, Erring in the very choice of 
. things, E:gins 5227198, the Election or Creation of an 
1 7» Epi. Emperour. And thus St. ZZzer. uſeth it, where he 
|} adGalat. £;th, Hereſg, in Greek, 2i2zn;, which ſignifies Eletion, 
| becauſe every one chooſeth to himſelt that diſcipline 
which he thinks belt, 
3. Sometimes it denotes a Sect or fort of men, who 
having eſpouſed an opinion ditlerent from the received 
opinion 
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. opinion of all others, do tenaciouſly hold the fame. | 


Thus is the word uſually taken by Philoſophers, and 
Divines ; Galex meeting with ſome -of his own profeſ- 
ſion, who both in their opinions and practice, differ- 
ed from him, and the whole body of Phyſicians at that 
time, yet uſed ſome method, and: did not altogether 
ſwerve from the rules of Art, calls it peIoIvey cjeens, 

a Methodical Hereffe. And finding others who obſer- 
ved no method, nor pretended to. underſtand the rea- 
ſon of things, or the natural cauſes of Diſtempers, but- 


practiſed by fome receipts which they had got, and” ' Yo 


which by uſe and experience they had ound it in ſome 
cofes.6d-tis very en Rs therefore _— | 
choogh Hail, want on in {6 ding;.chis oc 


of kent and ng in that profeſſion. ' And if 
this ſenſe, we find the word uſed by Ecclefiaftical Wri- 
ters ; who yg penn vs underſtand an Opi- 
non” which is not ble 25 $þc-Ovthodox. Faith ; 
Houle boldly 


— II ar” Opinion, 
teachi —_ ch ao Opin, bed 


them 
Th hey pages ce of the Word, . 


and inwhar fenſe photpe by Eedefiaſtical Writers ; 


.and.-now 1come tocoatider'thenaruce of the'ghing i > 


ported thereby ': which we partly legrn from 
ſuch as have written upon hey but' beſt from 


ical Herefe, or' prota a ys 


—_ 


.the- Holy Scriptyres: ' When Men entertain Opinions 

contrary. to'thoſk which the:Catholick- Church. holds aug, con 

: and! believes, That if Herefio, ſaith St, Augaſtine. (911; Fauſt, 
And whoſoever, for the fake of any. terporal pro- 4 

fit, andefpecially for the Cs of his own Glo- Bios Bec 

ry and Grandeur, doth forge and follow falſe and 

==! Cpanns, hes an Herevck, nw tho ſame Holy 

ther. 


B And 


Kew ibid. 
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And whoſoever doth obſtinatel 


Errour which he hath embraced, he is an Heretick. 


Hereſie is a kind of Infidelity ,. belonging to them, 


22.9%. 11. who profeſs the Faith of Chriſt, and corrupt the Doc- 


«-7- ..trines thereof, faith their Angelical DoRtour. 
Idem ibid, Hereſie is converſant about thoſe thin 


which are 


«r+-2-6- of Faith ; viz. the Articles of Faith , and ſuch things 
as follow upon them, and conſiſts in an obſtinate diſ- 


In Enchi- 
rid. c. 11+ 
P-141. n.2. 


ſent therefrom, faith the ſame DoQour. 


He that obſtinately believes what is contrary to the 
holy Catholick'-Faith, is an Heretick, if he be bapti- 


zed, ſaith their Navar. DoQtour. 


Carech. a Whoſoever apſatng the authority of the Church, 
ic 


Parochos, 

a" in 
expoſ. art. 
Sg. Omboh 
Þ- 76. 12. 2. 


Ibid. n. 3. 
ad ealcem. 


Tr 
: 


Aug. ad 


Quodyulr 
Deum, Es 


piſt.2. ; thereof; ingr. t-may be iw 
- (fox as: for Se. Aug,che freely: confeſieth,. That 
[by a regiilar Definition what Hereſfie is,” or. w 


ed opinions with a wilfull and obſti- 


nate mind; 1s. tobe called an Heretick, faith the ren: 


Catechiſm. | 


And what we are to underſtand by the-name of 
- Church, | the. ſame Catechiſm -afterwards informs us, 


and quotes: St. 


ple diſperſed through the whole world. 


mein Pſ: 49afor it, telling us, 
that by Charch we are:to underſtand the faithfull peo- 


Though none of theſe will perhaps paſs for an ex- 


a Definition, if examined according 


to the ſtrict rules 
\were eyer intended-as ſuch - 


to xpreſs | 
hat-t 10g 


-it is that makes an Heretick, 4n his judgment, is either 
impoſlible, or. very difficult) yet gnay-#bey | pals. for 


-» - -* - good Deſcriptions, whenee :we may Jeatnw 


notion 


"1 they hadiof-Ecrefic in thois: days,..and;mbat iti, was 
. thatin-qhew judgment, ;didimake a:mantari-Hererick. 
From St, Aug. we may leatn: that there -are three 
. things neceſſary to make up an Hereſje.. 


x. To believe ſuch things as are not believed by che 
Catholick Church. 


2. Io 


defenc chars ; 


\'v 
-_ 


Bnoe was — 
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2. To broach thoſe falſe and new opinions,and thereby 
endeavour to make a party,for ſome ſecular advantage ; 
eſpecially for the fake of ones own glory and grandeur. 
3. To defend thoſe falſe and new opinions with ob- 
ſtinacy. | 
From their own Angelical DoRtour we may learn, 
that there are four things neceſlary to make. a fnan an: 
Heretick. K-27 
*x. He muſt be one that profeſſeth the true Faith. 
2, He muſt corrupt the Doctrines of that Faith. 
Fa He muſt diſſent from ſome known eſtabliſhed Ar- 
ticle of the Faith. res 
4. His diſſent muſt be maintained with obſtinacy. 
From their Navar. DoQtour we may learn that there 
are three things neceſſary to makeun Heretick. 
:, He muſt be one that is baptized, 5. e. admitted in- 
to the memberſhip of Chriſt's Church , 'and who by: 
himſelf or others, or both, hath made profeſſion of 
the holy Catholick: Faith. DOE Ko ia tk 
2. He muſt be one that hath embraced ſome falſe and. 
new opinions which are contrary to that Holy Catho- 
lick Faith. | | | 
3. He muſt be one, that doth-believe and maintain 
thoſe falſe and new opinions with obſtinacy.'. - ; 
From their 7rent Catechiſm we may learn who may 
properly be called an Heretick. 
1. He muſt be one that doth neglect and deſpiſe the 
Authority of the Church. p15 S018} 
- 2. The Authority which is negleQed or deſpiſed by 
him muſt be the Authority of the-Catholick Church 
diffuſive, Ecclefra eft populus fidelis per univerſum orbem 
diſperſus, are the words of that Catechiſm, quoted out 
of St. Auguſtine in P/. 49. - ; 
3- Hemuſt be one that ho[deth and defendeth wicked 
opinions in deſpight and defiance of that Authority. 
4. He muſt hold and defend thoſe wicked opinions 
with a wilfull and obſtinate mind. B 2 Thus 


x Cor. 11. 
19» 


V. 18. 


(. I2 ) 
Thus far may we learn the nature of Hereſie from 
theſe Authorities, which are ſuch, as I , our 
Adyerſaries will not difowrt; and if upon any of theſe 
ſeverally, or all of them joyntly, they think fir to im- 
plead us, we are ready to join iſſue with them : and 
if by any of theſe they can make it appear that we 
are guilty, we do ſolemnly promiſe, that, by God's 
grace aſſiſting us, we will repent and amend; and, I 
would willingly thar they would be fo ingennuous 
on their parts as to doe the ſame. ; 
But before we proceed any farther, let us ſee what 
i5 more to be learn'd of the nature of Herefie out of 
the Holy Scriprures. . | 
- St. Paal writing' to the Church of Corinth, tells 
them that chere muff be Frerefics them, that they 
which are approved, may be made manifeff. The rife of 
which Hereſies. is intimated in the verfe immediately 
ing, where he ſaith, For firſt of alt, when ye come 
frogether in the Church, I hear that there are difen ons 
dmong you, &c. Diſſenſion is the firſt and greateſt evil, 
being the Source and Original of all others ; for from 
thence proceed ſtrifes, debates, cnvyings, evil-ſpeaking, 
and all manner of contention ; by means whereof the 
Unity of the Church' is broken, her peace diſturbed, 
and her Members crumbled into parties and factions. 
Then dorh every party fet up for it felf, and'for the 
fake of its own glory an@ grandeur endeavours to in- 
large its bounds, by alluring others to joyn with ir. 
Thus it can never hope effeQtually ro accompliſh: with- 
out having ſomething new to-preſent them with; and 
therefore all Heads are at work to forge and foment 
ſome new and plauſible, though falſe opinion ; which 
being once broached, muſt obſtinately be defended, 
and ſo commiencerh Herefie. 


Thus we ſee the riſe and original of Hereſie, the- 


dangerous and deſtructive conſequence cm 
e 


XUM 


(#3) 
ſame Apoſtle acquaints us with, who in his Epiſtle to 
the Churctt of Galatia, reckoneth Herefies among the 
works of the Fleſh, and tells us, that they who doe ſuch Gat.s, 15, 
things, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. And 20, 24. 
on this account is it, that St. Perer gives them that 


- dreadfull Epithet, a__ them damnable Herefies. For, 


faith he, 7here were falſe Prophets alſo among the Ped , pet.2.z. 
ple, even as there fball be falſe Teachers among you, who 
privily ſhall bring in damnable Herefies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themſelves 
ſwift deſtraities. From this Text it is plain, that the 
Introducers of Herefie, and the Ringleaders of Here» 
ticks, are falſe Teachers'; and theſe falſe Teachers in 
the rime of the Goſpel, are compared to falſe Pro- 
phets in the time of the Law. To know therefore, 
and rightly underftand, who thoſe falſe Prophers were, 
and what they did to deſerve that title ; may poſſibly 
afford us ſome light, by which to diſcover thoſe falſe 
Teachers who privily bring intheſe damnahle Hereſies ; 
and not onely fo, but in ſome meaſure alſo acquaint 
ts-with yn —_— WR Ps 

He'who by ſigns a ing wonders ſought to turn Deut. 3. 
away the People from hs way, which the Lord their '> 2 &*. 
God had commanded- them to walk in, or perfwade 
them-to pay their Religious Service and Worthip to a- 
ny other Being, but onely the true God, was thereby 
known to bea falſe Prophet, not to be attended to,-bur 
ſeverely puniſhed. | 

' Whoſoever ſhall preſume to *ſpeak a word in the Deur. 18. 
Name of God, which God hath not cornimanded him **© 
to ſpeak, or ſhall ſpeak in the Name of other Gods, 


. the ſame is a falſe Prophet, and by the fentence of 
*' Almighty God adjudged to death. 


Thoſe who come unto you in ſheeps clothing, but yy. +. 


. inwardly are ravening Wolves. Who ſpeak liesin Hy- 15. 


pocriſie, having their Conſciences ſeared with an* hor * 119-4 
B 3 . Irow 


3 
| 
Fl 
* 
1 
| 
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2Tim- 3.5. 


Rom- 16. 
17, 18. 


( 14 ) 
Iron. Who have 'a form of Godlineſs, but deny the 
power thereof. They are falſe Prophets, and to be re- 
jected by us. | | 

Thofe who cauſe diviſions and offences, fontrary to 
the Doctrine which we have, learned, they ſerve not 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Belly ; and by 
good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the ſimple. Theſe 
are. falſe Prophets or falſe Teachers,. and ought to be 
marked and avoided by us. *' 

Thus have I given you a ſhort Character of falſe Pro- 
phets out of the Holy Scriptures, to whom St. Peter 
compares falſe Teachers in the time of the Goſpel : And 
by this you may eaſily diſcern thetn ; for, it you find 
any at this day ſo teaching and fo doing, as they 
then taught and djd, you ought to mark: them for 
falſe Teachers, and ſuch whoſe buſineſs it is to deceive 
you, and privily bring in damnable Hereſies. 

But there is once place of Scripxure more, in which 
we have a more particular account of the Nature of 
Hereſie, and from which we may more plainly learn 
whart'it is that makes an Heretick. And that is in St. 
Paul's Epiſtle to 7itus, where he gives him this direc- 


Tit..3. 16, tion, A man that is an Heretigh, after the firſt and ſe- 


hs - 


cond admonition, rejeft : Knowing that he that is ſuch, is 
ſubverted, and finueth, being condemned of himſelf. 
In this place St. Pau! diredts 73tus, and not onely. 


him, but all the Governours of the Church, how to 


deal with Hereticks; and inſtruts both them and us, 
what Hereſie-is, and: what it is that makes an Heretick, 

Hereticks are to be dealt with inthis manner, 1. They 
are to be admoniſhed, z. e; they are by the Governours of 
the Churchto be warned to forſake that or thoſe errours 


which they have eſpouſed. For that they are in ans - 


Errour, is implyed, otherwiſe there would be no occa- 

ſion for an admonition, 2. That admonition is 10 be 

repeated, Z. e. they are to be admoniſhed a _ _ 
\ fſecon 


Yi. 


XUM 


(ns) 


ſecond time, 3. If they continue obſtinate after the | 
firſt and ſecond admonition, they are to be rejected ; 
z.e. the Cenfure of the Church is to paſs upon them, 
and they are thereby to be caſh. out of the Society of 
Chriſtians, and avoided, leſt others ſhould be infected 
by. them. 

What Hereſie is, or what it- is that makes an Here- 
tick, he likewiſe teacheth us, when he deſcribes the 
Heretical man he here == of: 1. A man: that is an 
Heretick, is one that is ſubverted, 7.e; one that is gone 'Ettcegr- 
aſtray, who hath turned aſide from the right path, '< 
rar UM and corrupted the true faith. Thus their own = 
Eyra underſtands it, ſaying, A man that is an Here- F"* #n 
tick isone, who. having received: the Catholick Faith, © 
doth afterwards corrupt it. And with hjm the'ordis 61.074. «- 
nary Gloſs agreeti, telling us, he is an Heretick, who, pud Lyr. 


by the words of the Law, oppoſeth the Law it ſelf ; 
.and puts his own ſenſe thereupon, that by the Authos - 
rity thereof,, he may ſtrengthen himſelf in the naugh- 


tineſs of his own mind. 2. A man thar: is an Heretick, 


is one that ſinneth, 4 c. one that fimneth knowingly, 'auae- 
faith the vt. 6, Or as the word imports, one who is rw. 


fallen fromthe way of 'Truth, :and: hath embraced. the 


way of -Errour ; violently oppoſing the one, and as:gb- 
ſinately defending the other. 3. A man;that js an-He- . 


retick, is onethat is condemned of himſs/f. For that 'Avrng- _ 
Faith which he once received and owned as true, he 74x670- 


'now. oppoſeth and condemaeth as- falſe, ſaith-Zyre,.in 


Loc, Or becauſe he commendeth Errour, and reprodch- 
eth Truth, faith Gl. Ord, +: 1 | 

Having thus conſidered both the importance. of the 
word, and the nature of the thing I am treating bf, I 


ſhall now [\adventure-to lay down this ſhort, bur. full 


andcomprehenſive Definition-of it, 
Hereſie is an Errour in the Foundation of Religion, 


openly taught, and obſtinately defended. : 


4 


(16) | 

I call Hereſie an Errour in Religion, to diftinguih it 
from Philoſophical Errours; for choſe, according to the 
ſtrict Eccleſiaſtical notion of the word,cannot fall under 
that Head. Asalſo to difference it from Schiſm,for though 
Schiſm be an Errour, yet is it not properly an Errour 
in the Faith : It concerns not the DoQtrine, but Diſci- 
pline of the Church; z. e. Manners, Order aad Govern- 
ment, Icall it an Errour in the Foundation of Reli- 
gion, to diſtinguith . ag in the leſs conſi- 
derable. parts of Religion. For in ſpeculative points, 
fuch as are matters o Controverſie, or mere -School- 
niceries, relating to times or places, or other Circum- 
ſtances of Religion, not being plainly delivered inthe 
word of God, nor can be proved thereby ; Men may 
Gfely differ,in their opinions,, without incurring the 
Guilt of Hereſie. I ſay,this Errour muft be apealy raught, 
becauſe though men may be Hereticks, by eſpouling 
-ſome fundamental Errour, and tenaciouſly cinta 
ſame ; Yet ſo long as they keep their opinion to 
ſelves, and do not endeavour to infe& others there- 
with, - they are no Hereticks inthe Eye of the Church. 
The Church can take no cognizance of cheir thoughts, 
-nor-paſs 2 
ſtand accountable onely ro 'God,-and their own Con- 
ſeiences, ry = dec that this 'Erroor \nuft be de- 
fended with abftinacy, to diſtinguiſh ic* from bare Er. 
rouf. For though a man be, ( as all men are ſubje&tro 
bed inanErrour, yet if he be willing to be inſt 
and, 4ypon better information, to relinquiſh his Errour, 
he cannot be ſaid tobe an Heretick. ©. 

Having thus ſtated the notion of Hereſie, I ſhall now 
proceed to conlider how farit is appliableto the Church 
of England ; and for this purpoſe1 ſhall take the Defi- 
nition in pieces, and confider each part ſeverally. 


I. Hereſie 


ny Judgment upon them. In:this caſe, they 
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. Hereſie is an Errour in Religion. 

. 1t is an Errour in the foundation of Religion. 

. This Fundamental Errour muſt be openly taught. 
. It muſt be obſtinately maintained. 
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SECT. 


I. Herefie is an Errour in Religion. 


HAT every Hereſie is an Errour, and an Er- 

rour in Religion, will be owned by all; but 
that every Errour, or every Errour in Religion, is He- 
reſie, muſt not be granted; for Errour and Hereſie are 
not terms convertible. It will be neceſſary therefore 
to explain this part of the Definition; 5. e. to ſee what 
it is we ſtand charged with, before .we go about to 
diſcharge our ſelves of it. 


By Religion here, I underſland that Faith which Jude ».5. 


was once delivered to the Saints, and for the mainte- 
nance of which we are commanded earneſtly to con- 
rend ; or that common Chriſtianity which we have re- 
ceived from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which we all do, 
or ought to profeſs and defend. And by Errour here, 
I underſtand an Opinion, which is contrary to, or at 
leaſt not agreeable with that Faith and common Chri- 
{ttanity. Every Errour ſuppoſeth a Rule, and an a- 
berration from that Rule : for what is Errour, but a 
wandring out of the right way, miſtaking one thing 
for another, eſteeming that falſe which is really true, 
or that true which is really falſc 2 Hereſie therefore 
being an Errour in Religion, muſt be a going aſtray 

C from 


Heb.1 2.2. 


John 5. 39. 
2 Tim. 3. 
14,15,16, 
17. 


"TI 


from that Rule, which the Author of our Religion hath 
given us to walk by. Now , who is the Awmthor of 
our Religion but he who is ſtyled the autbor and finiſher 
of our faith, viz. Jeſus Chrift the righteous > And what 
ſtanding Rule hath he left us to go by, but only the 
holy Scriptures? Theſe, we are told, are able to make 
us wiſe unto ſalvation, and to make the man of God per- 
fe. And what can we deſire more > Hereſie there- 
fore muſt be ſuch an Errour in Religion, as is againſt 
the truth of God's word, being neither contained there- 
in, nor to be proved thereby. And whoſoever is guil- 
ty of ſuch an Erroyr, and proccedeth openly to teach, 
and obſtinately to defend the ſame, the whole guilt of 
Hereſie, and all the miſchievous conſequences thereof 
will lie at his door. | 

And now let us ſee how far this firſt part of the Defi- 
nition dorh affect the Church of Englazd : Doth ſhe 
not embrace the Faith which was once delivered to the 
Saints 2 Is it not that which ſhe doth © earneſtly con- 
tend for ? -doth ſhe not profeſs that common Chriſtiani- 
ty which ſhe hath received trom Chriſt and his Apoſtles 2 
doth ſhe not own Jeſus Chriſs ro be the_ authour 
2nd finiſher of her Faith? and the holy Scripture 
to be the rule of her Religion 2 Doth the teach any 
Doctrine that is not agreeable to the Word of God 2 
or proteſs any Errour that is contrary to the Truth 
thereof ? If the do let her Adverſaries implead her, and 
it ſhe cannot defend her felt, ſhe will be fo far from 
being obſtinate, that the will readily own her fault, 
and, by God's aſſiſting grace, repent and reform. But 
if they cannot juſtly charge her with any of theſe 
things, let them tor ſhame forbear their ungrounded 
clamour again{t her, as ati Heretical Church. 

The Innocency of the Church - of Eng/and in this 
point will manifeſtly appear if we conlLder what ſhe 
doth publickly profeſs, and teach her Children to believe, 
ut hier Articles of Religion. i. She 
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I, She doth declare her Belief, That the holy Scrip- 4r:. 6. 
ture comaineth all things neceffary to falvation. | 

2. That whatſoever 1s not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby , is not to be required of any man, 
that it ſhould be believed as an Article of the Faith, or 
be thought requiſite or neceſſary to ſalvation. 

3. That the three Creeds, viz. The Nicepe, the 4:8. 
Athanafian, and that which is commonly called the 
Apoſtles Creed, ought thoroughly to be received and 
believed ; becauſe they may be proved by moſt cer- 
tain warrants of holy Scripture. 

And after ſuch a Declaration as this, with what face 
can the Church of Reme charge her with the guilt of 
Herefie > The Church of Zng/and indeed is fo modeſt, 
as not to challenge to her ſelfan Infallibility as that of 
Rome unwarrantably doth ; She is willing to acknow- 
ledge that ſhe may err, bur the as firmly refolves that 
ſhe will-never be obſtinate in an errour, and therefore 
cannot be juſtly burdened with the guilt of Herefie. 


— cc 
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SECT. I. 


IL Herefie is an Errour in the Foundation of 
Religion. 


£ HE Church of God is faid to be built upon the Eph. 2.20. 
Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus 
Chriſt bimſelf being the ehief corner ſtone. Where, by _. 
the Foundation of the Apottles and Prophets, St. Paw! 1 ,x.;1 toc. 
means (as their own Lyra informs a, the Doctrine 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets; the one foretelling, and 
the other preaching Chriſt Feſus. And the fame Apolile 


tells us, That, As a wiſe Maſter Builder he had laid the £310: wo 


C 2 founda. 


2 Tim. 2. 
19. 


Art. 6. 


Ayt. 8. 


( 20 ) 
foundation , 5. e. (faith Lyra) the Faith of Chriſt, and 


none other ; which Faith worketh by love. And in ano- 
ther place he ſaith, 7he foundation of God ſtands ſare, i.e. 


faith Lyra, Fides Reſurreionis, the Faith or Dofrine 


of the Reſurreftion, Theſe Scriptures will help us to 
explain what we mean by the foundation of Religion 
in this part of the Definition, viz. ſome principal and 
fundamental point or points of Faith ; or, as their own 
angelical Doctour ſtyles them, ſome Article or Articles 
of Faith, or ſome Dodrines which neceſlarily follow 
therefrom. And by an Errour in this Foundation, I 
underſtand, not only a diſſenting therefrom, but alſoa 
making of ſomething to be Religion, or an Article of 
Faith which really is not ſo. And whether we be guilty 
of ſuch an Errour I leave to the :impartial Reader to 
judge, when he hath carefully peruſed theſe Papers. 
That the Church of England is not guilty of any ſuch 
Errour, methinks is very plain: For, ſhe doth publickly 
declare, That whatſoever 1is-not read in the holy Scrip- 
tures, (which contain the Doctrine of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets , and the Faith, or common Chriſtianity , 
which was once delivered to the Saints) nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that 
it ſhould be believed as an Article of the Faith, or be 
thought requiſite or neceſſary to falvations, . She alfo 
receiveth the three ancient Creeds, and tearheth , her 
Children to receive and believe every Article therein. 
And whilſt ſhe doth this, with what colour can the 


Church of Rome brand her with Hereſfie,;,or charge her 


with an Errour in the foundation of Religion ?* A ge- 
neral charge without any particular inſtances will not 
doe, to ſuch an one this general anſwer may ſuffice 
and when our Adverſaries think fit to deſcend to par- 
ticulars they may be. further conſidered. 
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SECT. TV. 


HI. This fundamental Errour muſt be openly 
taught. . : 


HE Church cannot, and therefore doth:not pre- 

tend to take cognizance of tthe-thoughts'of mens 

rts ; that is the ſole-prerogative-of 'Almighty God, 
who. is the. ſearcher. of hearts and trier of reins. By the 
law of Gad a falſe Prophetor dreamer of dreams was to 
be ſlain, , but then -he muſt be: :ſuchi an'one: as:had 1en- 
deavoured thereby ta; ſeduce the people 'from. the' wor- 
ſhip. of the true God, -Deuz.,13.x,.2,3, ©c: ' And: our 
Saviqur tells us of ſome who ſhould be: called the leaſt 
in the kingdom of Heaven; z. e. ſhould have no place 
in the Church, | but be:caſt out of:it as rotten and un- 
ſound members. [And that: -we may! not be: ignorant 
what: ſort of men: theſe are, he deſcribes them 'to-us, 
telling us, :They are thoſe who break his command- 
ments, and teach men ſo. Matt. 5. 19. And St. Peter 
tells us of ſome. who ſhould: privily bring in' Damnable 
Herefes, 'and theſe he calls Falfe Teachers, 2 Pet. 2. r. 
And- St. Pauls tells us of ſome.who cauſed divifionsand 
offences in the. Church, whom he warns us to avoid ; 


but how ſhall we ſhun them unleſs we know them 2 He 


therefore gives us their character, telling us, they are 
ſuch as by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the 
ſimple. Rom. 16, 17,18, Theſe ini{tances: may ſufftci- 
ently juſtifie this expreſſion, and ſhew you that it 15not 
without cauſe that I have given it a place. in. the Deft- 
nition of Hereſie. For, though a'man have not only a 
kindneſs for: ſome heretical opinions , or fundamental 
errours, but do heartily. eſpouſe '-and embrace them ; 
yet ſo long as he keepsall this lockt up inthe _— 

of: 
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of his own breaſt, he is not cenſurable for it ; nor can 
any one, without great raſhneſs\, pronounce him an 
Heretick ; for, not to be, and not to appear, i» foro Ec- 
If clefe, are the ſame. Hereſie then, which is ſo great and 
| heinons a crime, an crrour ſo miſchievous to the Church 
| of God, and of ſo dangerous conſequence to the Hexetick 
himſelf, ought certainly to be very well proved, and 
made” mighty clear and manifeſt, before it be charged 
Upon any man, or any ſociety of men who profeſs Chri- 
ſianiry. For though every Hereſle be an Erraur, yet 
every Errour is not Hereſie ; It muſt be an Errour. in 
Religion, and in the foundation of Religion too, and 
that fundamental Errour muſt be divulgd and openly 
taught, 4 e. there muſt be an "endeavour 1o inſtilf the 
poiſon of ic into others, thereby to ſeduce and with- 
draw them from fundamental Truth and Holineſs; and 
all rhis muſt be own'd ſtoutly, and maintain'd obſti- 
nately, before it can merit the name of Herefie. 

Till therefore the Churchof Rome, by plain and un- 
deniable Arguments, hath proved alt this particularly 
upon the Church of Exg/and, ſhe cannot without great 
raſhnefs and preſumptioncharge her with it. A general 
1mputation, without particular prools, will amount to 
no more than a malicious ſcandal, which will betray a 
great want of true Chriſtian charity in them, and the 
weight thereof wilt at laſt fall heavy upon their own 

Alphonſus heads. For, as one of their own Dodtours faith, Thoſe 
| 0 -ttr9, that ſo raſhly pronounce arid call every thing Herefſie, 
$101 1.c.7.9-79. not conſidering whereof they ſpeak, are often ſtricken 
81 1/111 with their own dart, and fall into the fame pit that 
Li0h they themſelves had digged for others. ' 
| So far is the Church of Eng/aud from openly teaching 
any fundamental errour in Religion, that the neither 1s 
nor can be proved guilty of any tuch, as is made appear 
in the preceding Seftion. She teacherh nothing but 
the pure Word of God, nor receiveth any thing as m 
Article 
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Article of Faith, or neceſlary to Salvation, but what is 
contained in holy Scripture, or may be proved thereby, 
and therefore cannot be juſtly charged with the guilt of 
Hereſie upon this account. | 


SECT. V. 


IV. This fundamental Errour muſt be obſtinate- 
ly defended and maintained. 


HIS is the laſt part of the Definition, and that 
which gives ſpirit and life to all the reſt ; for 
though we ſhould be guilty of Errour, and of Errour in 
Religion ; yea though that Errour ſhould be a funda- 
mental one, and openly taught by us ; yet if we benot 
obſtinate therein, but upon fair and full convition are 
willing to reform our Judgments, and relinquiſh the ſame, 
we cannot bejullly burdened with the guilt of Herefie. 
Such is the modeſty of the Ch. of Erg/ard, that ſhe 
doth not believe, much leſs boaſt her ſelf to be infallible, 
as the Ch. of Rome unwarrantably doth. As the Church 
of Feruſalem, Alexandria and Autioch have erred, fo ſhe, 
or any other particular Church may err; but ſuch is her 
piety and humility, that ſhe is very defirous of, and al- 
ways ready to receive better information, and thereupon 
to referm and amend her Errours. She is, and ever hath 
Leen willing to ſubmit all her Doftrines to be tried by the 
touchſtone of God's Word, by the primitive Doftours 
and Paſtours of Chrilt's Church, and by the four firſt 
General Councils ; and therefore, without great inju- 
ſlice, cannor be thought to be obſlinate or contumacious. 
To make a Fundamental Errour become Hereſte, two 
things you ſee are required. 
t. That Fundamental Errour muſt be defended. 
2. {t muſt be defended with objtinacy. yECT. 
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SECT. VE 
I. Of Defending a Fundamental Errour. 


O be guilty of a fundamental Errour in Religion is 
a great and —_— crime, but to perſiſt in it 
and undertake the defence of it, renders it yet greater 
and more dangerous; for Religion is that upon the due 
obſervance of which depends all our happineſs here, and 
all our hopes of happineſs hereafter ; and therefore to 
miſtake therein, is like an errour in War, which is hard 
to be retrieved ; but to go on in ſo doing, and ſet our 
wits upon the rack to invent arguments to maintain it,is 
to form weaponsagainſt our ſelves, with which to bgtter 
down all our hopes of future felicity. Yeteventhis may 
admit of ſome alleviation, for if thoſe who embrace thoſe 
errours be fully perſwaded that they are that Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints, then are they 
obliged earneſtly to contend for them ; or if in the de- 
fence thereof they do not contend ſo much for victory as 
for truth, being ready, upon better information, to re- 
linquith them ; or if by the misfortune of an ill educa- 
tion or otherwiſe, they be prepoſleſſed therewith, and 
only hold them till they are better inſtructed, not being 
averſe to hearken thereto ; ſuch an Errour, or ſuch a 
defence of it will not amount to Hereſie. 

But, God be thanked, the Church of Exg/and hath no 
need of any excuſe in this caſe ; for ſhe receiveth nothing 
as an Article of Faith, but what 1s contained in holy 
Scripture, nor defends any Doctrine but ſuch as may 
be proved thereby ; and therefore it isa manifeſt-injury, 
and malicious ſcandal in thoſe who charge her with 
the defence of any fundamental Errour in Religion. 
'Tis true, ſhe contends earneſtly, but it is for the Faith 
that was once delivered to the Saints, She ſtrenuouſly 

defends 
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defends the Rekgion which ſhe profeſleth, but it is ber 
cauſe the hath received it from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and becauſe it is well warranted by the Word of God- 
And if this be Herefie, then is ſhe guilty of it; if nor, 
then.is ſheunjuſtly charged with it by the Ch. of Rome. 
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IH. Of defending a fundamental Errour with Obſtinacy. 


He W dangerous it is to eſpouſe a fundamental Er- 
: rour in Religion, and how much more dangerous 
/ it is to engape ibithe defence and maintenance of ſuch 
/ an errour, I havealready told you ; But if that defence 
be managed with \ſtubbornneſs aadobſtinacy,.it renders 
the matter not. only more dangerous, but very deſperate. 


hope of a>fool than of him, faith the wiſe Solomon. If a '* 
fool offend it is uſually out of ignorance, . but the fin.of 
the other commonly proceeds from malice ; a fogl 
fometimes will be counſelled, but he that is wiſe in his 
own. conceit, thutteth both hiseyes and: hisears againſt 
all advice and inſtruction.” And: of fuch St. Mary ſaith 


they believe; but all. hope of falvation.is ſhut from thee 
(4.e. who art wife in thy own :conceit): becauſe. thou 
demielt that. thing which thou can(t not chuſe but know. 
-Lhis is the:caſe of.-hiim who obſtinately deftends'a funda» 
-mental.ervour im Religion; and-it is this ſtubbornnefs 
and obſtinacy that doth complete and perfſet'his Here- 
:fie, and by reaſon whereof he is juſtly ſtyled an Here- 
tick. But to make a man ſo obſtinate as to deſerve this 
' title, two things are to be ſuppoſed ; viz. Admonitionh 
| .and Conviction.” x; That _ hath been — 
| an 


bd 
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Seeſt thou a man wiſe in his own conceit 2 there is more Prov. 26. 


well, Fhey (7. E. fools))foraſmuch.as they know not the Hilar. de 
Truth, may have theirdalvation in ſafety, \if.zfterward Trn.1 6. 
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| and that more than once, of the evil of his way, of the 
| danger of it, and of the neceſlity of leaving it. 2, That 
| | he. is convinced in his own mind of all this. Theſe two 
areexpreſly contained in that direction and advice which 
Sr. Paw gives to his Son Titus. A man that is an Here- 
tick, after the firſt and ſecond admonition, rejett; Knowing 
that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, (or perverted) and 
fenneth, being condemned of himſelf, Tit. 3. 10, 11. Sec- 
ing therefore theſe twoare ſo neceſſary to complete the 
character of an Heretick, it may not be amiſs to take a 
view of them ſeverally, before we apply the Characer. 


| SECT. VIL 
Of Obtinacy in Errour againſt Admonition. 


HAT men in Errour ought to: be admaniſhed 

will be own'd by all, and that in. caſe of Hereſie 

the Admonition is to be repeated, is plainly intimated 

by St. Paulin hisadvice to his Son 7 ztus, already quoted, 

And in what manner, and by whom this Admonition is 

to be given, our Saviour's Rule in the caſe of treſpaſſes 

and oftences. between brethren, will very fully ia{tru&t 

Matth. 18. us ;- which is this. Jf thy brother treſpaſs againſt thee, 
15-16,17. go aud tell him his fault between thee and him ; if be hear 
thee thou haſt gained thy brother. But if he hear thee not, 
#ake-with thee one: or two ; that by the mouth of tmo or 

three witneſſes, every word may be confirmed. And. if he 

refuſe to hear them, tell it unto the Church ; and if he re- 

fuſe to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an Hea- 

then, and a Publican, Where we may obſerve, that our 
Saviour ſpeaks of a twofold Admonition ; wiz. one that 

is to: be given in; private, and in a brotherly and friend- 

ly manner ; and another that 1s tobe giver in publick, 

by thoſe who.had juriſdiCtion over the offending perſon, 

and. 
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and are veſted with power and authority to cenſurehim. 
Now let us apply this tothe caſe in hand, If thy Bro- 
ther offend by embracing and tenaciouſly holding ſome 
fundamental errour in Religion, and this come to thy 
knowledge, it will be a charitable work in thee, if in a 
brotherly and friendly manner thou doſt privately ad- 
moniſh him between thee and him alone ; if thou beeſt 
ſucceſsfull therein, thou haſt done a good work, thou 
haſt gained thy brother. Bur if this will not doe, thou 
muſt not leave it ſo, but rake others with thee, and ad- 
moniſh him before them. Thus far may a private per-- 
ſon intereſs himſelf in admonithing another, whois faln 
into, or in danger of falling into Hereſfie ; and if the 
perſon admoniſhed continue obſtinate againſt ſuch ad- 
monition, he doth by that ſtubbornneſs very much add 
to his crime, and incur the guilt of Herefie ; yet pro- 
perly ſpeaking, he cannot truly be called an Heretick 
in the eye of the Church, becauſe ſhe hath not yet ta- 
ken cognizance thereof, And therefore it follows, if 
he refuſe to hear them, tell it to the Church, z. e. bring 
the cauſe before them who havea juriſdiction over him, 
and ſufficient power and authority to cenſure and puniſh 
him. And being once and again admonithed by the 
Church, if he ſtill remain contumacious, then Jet him 
be rejefled, ſaith St. Paul, or as our Saviour here, let him 
be unto thee as an Heathen and Publican ; i. e. let him 
by Excommunication be caſt out of the Church, and 

counted unworthy the ſociety of Chriſtian men. 
This'is the method in which we ought to proceed 
again(t Hereticks, they muſt be admonithed, and that 
Admonition muſt be repeated, and they muſt be oblli- 
nate againſt that Admonition betore we ought to cen- 
ſure them. But it is not a private, but publick, not only 
a friendly, but authoritative Admonition, and flubborn- 
neſs againſt that, which will truly denominate a man, 
or any vocicty of men to be Hereticks. For, Herelie is 
D 2 an 
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Aug. core, #2 Opinion contrary to that'of the Catholick Church, 

Fauſtum, faith St. Aug. And whoſoever doth obſtinately- believe 

that which is contrary to the holy Catholick Faith, is 

1z.Enchi- 4 Heretick; if he be baptized, faith their Navar. Doftor. 

=d.c.11. And whoſoever: deſpiſing 'the authority of the Chyrch, 

P1412 doth obſtinately defend wicked opinions, 'he' is to be 
- xpeſ.are. called an Heretick, ſaith their Trent Catechiſm. 

9. Symbol. E Now if the Church of Rome can prove that the 

7: 76.3.2, Church of Eug/and hath eſpouſed and publickly tayghr 

cany fundamental Errour in Religion, 'and hath been 

c thus regularly dealt withall, and duely admoniſhed by 

c thoſe who had authority ſo to doe, and yet continued 

't obſtinate in her errour againſt ſuch Admonition ; then 

< is ſhe guilty, otherwiſe not. But this I ſhall have gccaſi- 

-o- to conſider more particularly hereafter, and there- 


fore at preſent I ſhall proceed. ' 


S & C2 I | 
Of Obſtinacy in Errour againſt Conviftion, 


Ti'3- 10. AY Heretick is one that is not =_ ſubverted or per- 
_— verted, but ſelf-condemned, faith. St, Paul : 7. e, 
One who having once received and owned'rhe true 
Faith, doth now oppoſe and condemn it as falſe, faith 
their own Lyra 7» Joc. or one who commendeth Errour, 
and reproacheth truth, faith the Ord. G7. Who like thoſe 
whoaccuſed the Woman taken in Adultery befpre our 
Saviour, is convicted by his own Conſcience ; 7Z. e. who 
is conſcious to himſelfot the evil of his own doings. Self- 
condemnation always ſuppoſeth conviction; an Here- 
tick therefore, being one that is ſelf-condemned, muſt 
alſo be convinc'd of the errour of his way ; and one who 
notwithſtanding that conviction, ſtill remains ſtubborn 
and obſtinate therein ; z. e. who reſiſts the- repeated ad- 

monition 
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monition- of the- Chyreh. For, if z man labour under 
an invincible ignorance; and be thereby betrayed into 
fome CRETE or by the misfortune of an ill 
education have his judgment perverted and prepoſſeſſed 
with roop notions and fentiments of things, his caſe is 
truly pityable; and it. would be very hard and: injurious 
to burden him with the guilt of Herefie, But if ſuch an 
one, being admoniſhed- of the evil of his way, ſhall hap- 
pen to be convinc'd of higzerrour, and yet, ' after ſuch 
admonition and conviction contumaciouſly continue 
therein, he will have no-plez left to excuſe him from 
the guilt thereof, By the qld Law, if a man ſinned numb. rs. 
through- ignorance; there was. an atanement- provided 24-25-26, 
for him ; bur if he ſinned preſumptuouſly, there was 77 *© 
no atonement for him, but he was to be cut off from a- 
mong the people. This was St. Pau/'s caſe in the time 
of rhe Goſpel, for he himſelf tells us, That he was- a 
Blaſphemer, and a perſecutor, and an oppreſſor, but herob- 1 Tim. 1. 
tained mercy, becauſe he did it ignorantly through unhe- '3 
pl But-if after he was converted, he had been guilty 
of theſe crimes, his plea of ignorance and unbelief would 
then have been out of doors, and we — would have 
been very dangerous. For it is impoſſible, that they who yz, , ,- 
were wo. culdtbrengsd and have taſted of the heavenly ” A 
gift, and were made partakers of the Foly Ghoſt, And have 
taſted of the good word of God,and of the powers of theworld 
to come ; If they fall away, that they ſhould be renewed 
again by repentance ; ſeeing, they crucifie again to them- 
elves the Son of God, and put bim to open ſhame. 

Theſe Inſtances do plainly diſcover to us, that before- 
conviction, though men be inerrour, yea though it be 
a dangerous and fundamental errour, and induſtriouſly 
propagated by them, yet may their caſe be pityable ; 
But when they are better informed, or at leaſt have 


means ſufficient for their better information ; if after 
this they ſtill remain ſtubborn and contumactous in 
their 
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their errour, and perſiſt in the defence and propagation 
thereof ; this their obſtinacy will alter the nature of 
their crime, and render their condition very dangerous 


:Jobn 3. if not deſperate. For if our heart condemn us, God is grea- 


20, 21. 


ter than our heart, and knoweth all things. But if our heart 
condemn us not, then have we boldneſs toward God, faith 
the Apoſtle John. * And, Bleſſed is he who condemneth 


Rom. 14. #0t himſelf in that thing which he alloweth, ſaith St. Paul. 
22. | 
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The Church of England acquitted from the 


guilt of Hereſle. 


T*HIS notion of Hereſie, which hath been laid 
down and explained in the foregoing Sections, 
being not only Ours but Theirs alſo; being ſupported 
by ſogreat and eminent Authorities, as that of St. Aug. 
of their own Angelical Doctour and canonized Saint, 
St. Tho, Aquinas, of their great Martin Navarrus, and of 
the moſt authentick Authority of their own Church at 
this day, the Council of 7rext in its Catechiſm ad Pare- 
chos : Our Adverſaries can have nocolourable pretence. 
to except againſt it. And if it beadmitted, wearerca- 
dy to joyn iſſue with them, and contented to ſtand or 
fall by it. The point in difference between us is briefly 
this. Whether the guilt of Hereſie, according to this 
Notion, be juſtly or unjuftly charged upon the Church of 
England by the Churchof Rome 2 To acquit the Church 
of England is my task at preſent, in order whereunto I 
ſhall rake a review of what hath been ſaid, and as brief- 
ly as may be, apply it to our preſent caſe. 

I. If it cannot be proved that the Church of Eng/and 
doth receive, believe or teach any other DoQtrine than 
what hath been received, belicved and taught by the 

Catholick 
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Catholick Church; nor broach any new Opinions , 
thereby to divide the Church for any ſecular advantage 
to her ſelf, nor obſtinately defend any falſe Opinions : 
Then, by St. Auſtin's rule before quoted, ſhe cannot be 
juſtly charged with Hereſie : But none of all this ever 
was, or can be proved againſt her : And therefore, ac- 
cording to this Rule, ſhe is unjuſtly raxed with Hereſie 
by the Church of Rome. 

2, If it cannot be made appear, that the Church of 


| _ doth corrupt the Faith which was once delive- 
r 


to the Saints, nor teach any Doctrine contrary there- 
unto, nor diſſent from any known eſtabliſhed Article 
thereof, nor obſtinately maintain any ſuch diſſent there 
from: Then, by the rule of their own Angelical Doc- 
tour, ſhe ought not to te charged with Hereſfie: But 
none of all this ever was, or can be made appear a» 
gainſt her : Therefore, by this Rule, ſhe ought not to 
be charged with Hereſie by the Church of Rome. 

3. If it cannot be made manifeſt by any publick Act 
or Record owned as Authentick by the Church of Eng» 
land, that ſhe hath renounced or forfaken that Faith in- 
to which ſhe was baptized, and of which ſhe once made 
profeſſion: ; nor embraced any falſe and new Opinions 
which are contrary thereunto ; nor deth obſtinately 
believe and maintain any ſuch falſe and new Opinions; 
Then, by the Rule of their Navar. Detour, ſhe cannot 
be juſtly. charged with the guilt of Hereſie-: But none 
of all this ever was, or can be made manifeſt againſt 
her : Therefore, by this Rule, ſhe is unjuſtly charged 
with the guilt of Hereſfte by the Church of Rome. 

4. If it cannot be proved that the Church of Egland' 
either doth, or ever did neglect and deſpiſe the Authori- 
ty of the holy Catholick Church ; or doth embraceand 
bold. any wicked Opinions in deſpight and defiance of 
that Aurhority ; or with a wilfull and obſtinate mind, 
defend and maintain any ſuch wicked Opinions ; Then, 

; by 
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by the judgment of the Council of Trent in their Cate- 
chiſm ad Parochos, the ought not to be held guilty of 
Hereſie : But none of all this ever was, or can be proved 
againſt her : Therefore, by the Judgment ofthat Coun- 
cil, ſhe ought not to be held guilty of Hereſte. 

5. If there be not pregnant proof, that the Church of 
England hath embraced ſome Opinions, which are con- 
trary to, or at leaſt not agreeable with that Faith and 
common Chriſtianity, which was taught by Chritt and 
his Apoſtles ; or hath laid ainew foundation, z.\e. made 
ſomething to be Religion, and an Article of Faith, which 
really is not fo, being not built upon the Foundation of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets ; or doth-openly reach any 
Fundamental Errours in Religion, thereby to ſeduce and 
withdraw :people from fundamental Truth and Holineſs; 
or doth ſtubbornly maintain and defend a fundamental - 
Errour in Religion againſt repeated Admonitions and 
clear Convictions ; Then can the not (if this Notion of 
Herefie be true) be juſtly burdened with the guilt there- 
of : But there is not, nor indeed"-can be any. t 
proof of any thing of all this againſt her : Therefore, 
according to this Notion of Hereſfie, ſhe cannot :be juſt 
ly charged with the guilt thereof. *Y 

I am well aware that the Minor Propoſition in all 
theſe will ſtiffly be denied by our. Adverfaries ; ti 
will with great boldneſs and confidence tell the <owr 
that all chisand more hath been, and {tull may be proved 
againſt the Church of Exg/and. But, God be thanked, 
though this may ſoon be faid it can never be proved. 
That they frequently call us Hereticks, :'and both:.do 
and have all along eadeavoured to repreſent us as ſuch 
to the world, we very well know; and if they were al- 
lowed to be Judges it would go very hard with us, we 
thould not beable to acquit our ſelves at their Bar. But 
this we think to be a very unreaſonable thing, that they, 
being Parties, ſhould be Judges too ; and therefore we 

appeal 
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appeal from them. And if they ask whither we do ap- 
peal? I anſwer, we appeal to the Holy Scriptures, to the 
primitive Fathers, and to the four firſt General Coun» 
Cils. But becauſe this may ſeem to be either too tedious, 
or too troubleſome a way of trial, I have made choice of 
one more ſhort and eaſie ; I have here laid down a No- 
tion of Hereſie, which is agreed upon both by them and 
us, and therefore unexceptionable ; by this we are 
willing to be tried, and by this to ſtand or fall. | 

I do not fay inany af theſe Propoſitions, that they ne- 
ver charged us with any of theſe things, for that I very 
well know they both do and have done; but I do fay, 
that they neither have, nor ever can prove any of thel 
things againſt us. And here now werea fit opportunity 
to examine the particulars of their charge, and the v9- 
lidity of them ; but-beforel do that, it will be requiſite 
to make good qur own ground, and by giving you ſome 
account of theſe Propoſitions that cither are, or will be 
denied, to make it appear that they are not the iſſue of 
a raſh and inconfiderate zeal, bur the offspring of deli- 
berate and well digeſted thoughts. And though it be 
contrary to the Laws and Rules of Diſputation, to put 
one upon proving a Negative, and therefore I need not 
doe it ; yet for once, and to gratifie our Adverſaries, I 
will endeavour to doe a work of Supererogation. . 

To make it appear that none of all theſe things have 
been by our Adverſaries proved againſt the Church of 
England, though it would be no very difficult, yet would 
it be a very tedious buſineſs. For to doe it etfectually, 
| ſhould be obliged to examine not only all the particu- 
lars of their charge, bur alſo the ſtrength or weakneſs of 
every Argument which they have at any time brought 
to make it good ; which would take up fo much time 
and paper as the deſigned brevity of this ſmall Treatiſe 
cannot allow. I ſhall therefore wave this, and inſtead 
thereof take a more ſhort and compendious, bur every 
way 
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way as effeQual a courſe; It is acknowledged by all, 
that when an Adverfary' 1s preſſed with an Abſurdity 
which he cannor eſcape, the Argument is concluſive a- 
gainſt him ; If therefore I can make ir appear thar it is 
a thing impoſſible for our Adverfaries, according to their 
own Notion of Hereſie, ro make good their charge a- 
'gainſt rhe Church of Exg/and; I'may ſafely conclude 
that they have: never done it, becauſe they could not 
doe that which 1s impoſlible to be done. 

A thing is then ſaid to be impoſlible, either when it is 
ſimply and abſolutely ſo in it ſelf, or when it is ſo only 
upon ſuppoſition. It is then ſaid to be ſimply and abſo- 
lutely impoſiible, when it implies a contradiction, or is 
altogether repugnant to the nature of the thing ; as 
for inſtdnce : That one and the fame Body, may be in 
more places than one, at one and the ſame time, 1s a pro- 
poſition ſo repugnant and contradiQtious to the nature 
of Bodies, that he muſt be wilfully blind who doth not 
fee an inipoſhibility therein. A thing may be alſo faid 
to be impoſſible, upon ſuppoſition of an incapacity or 
inſufficiency either in the active or paſſive power, in the 
Efficient or Matter that isto be wrought upon. Though 
the thing be poſſible in it ſelf, yet if che Agent be not 
of fuſficient power to produce the effect deligned, 'it is 
impoſlible upon that account. As for inſtance : if ten 
unarmed men ſhould undertake to beat ten thouſand well 
appointed and well diſciplined Souldiers in open field ; 
it 15 poſſible indeed that thoſe ten thouſand may be bea- 
een, but nut by thoſe ten, becauſe they have not power 
ſufficient ro doe ir. Again, a thing may be ſaid to be im- 
poflitle upon ſuppoſirion of an incapacity in the paſſive 
power or matter that is to be wrought upon ; for if 
the ſubjet matter be wholly incapable of receiving ſuch 
2n impreſſion, as the Agent would ſtamp upon it, though 
there may be no deſect in the active power, yet in re- 
ipe& of the paſlive, there is an impoſllibility. Let us now 
apply this to the caſe in hand. _ The 
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The Church of Rome chargeth the Church of Eng- 
land with the guilt of Hereſie, and the queſtion .is, Whe- 
ther they can make good this charge againſt her 2 Ido 
not queſtion the power of our Adverſarics to doe the 
thing, if it were to be done; but if it benot to be done, 
then, notwith(tanding the ſufficiency of their power, 
there is an incapacity in the ſubjeR they are to work 
upon which renders their attempt impoſlible, It there- 
fore I do make it appear that it is impoſſible for them 
to prove this againſt us, it will be a fair Juſtification of 
the Minor Propoſition in all the foregoing Arguments, 
and conſequently a clear ciſcharge of the Church of 
Ex2/and from that foul aſperſion 1o unjuſtly caſt upon 
her by the Church of Rome. Now this I ſhall endea- 
vour to make good in this manner. 

The Notion of Hereſie here laid down, I have made 
appear to'be that which is allowed by them as well as 
us, and therefore that muſt be the Standard we are to be 
tried by. Their work therefore will be, to make it ma- 
nifeſt, that there are ſome Doftrines received, believed 
and taught by the Church of EZng/and, which are Er- 
rours in the foundation of Religion, and thoſe obſtinately 
defended and maintained by her. Now the only way 
to know what Dodtrines are received, believed and 
taught by any Church, or Society of Chriſtians, is, to 
have recourſe to the publick As, and authentick Re- 
cords of that Church or Society ; and rhat is no diffi- 
cult rask, for ours are made publick and expoſed to the 
view of all. Andif they know not what we own as au- 
thentick Records, I ſhall here inform them. . 1. The 
Holy Scripture is the toundation of our Faith, and the 
Rule of our Religion. 2. The 39 Articles agreed upon 
by the Archbithops and Biſhops of both Provinces, and 
the whole Clergy, in the Convocation holden at London 
in the year 1562, which are partly Poſitive and partly 
Negative; where they declare the Faith and Religion of 
the Church of Z»gl/and, they are poſitive; and where 

2 they 
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they reject the Additions, Alterations and Innovations 
of the Church of Rome, they may be termed Negative. 
3. The Book of Horilies, wherein the Doctrines of our 
Church briefly declared in the Articles, are morelargely 
explained, Theſe are the publick Acts and authentick 
Records wherein the DoCtrines of the Church of Eng- 
land are to be found, for ſhe publickly declares , That 
all things neceſſary to Salvation are contained in the- 
Holy Scripture, and that whatſoever is not read there-. 
in, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of 
any man, that it ſhould be belicved as an Article of the 
Each, or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation. 
he alſo declares, That the three Creeds, the Nicene 
Creed, Athaza/ius's Creed, and that which is commonly ' 
called the 4poſtles Creed, ought thoroughly to be re- 
ceived and believed ; for they may be proved by moſt 
certain warrants of Holy Scripture. Unleſs therefore 
our Adverſaries can find Herelie in the Holy Scripture, 
or in the Articles of Faith ſummarily contained in th@ 
three ancient Creeds, it will be impoſſible for them to 
Hind it in the Church of Zugazd, becauſe ſhe doth. not 
receive, believe or tedch *ny other Do@rine but what is 
contained therein, or may be proved thereby. This is 
that Faith and common Chriſtianity which we received 
from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and which we refolve (by 
God's grace) to hold faſt. This is that which hath been 
always held and taught by the One Holy Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Church. This is the foundation upon which. 
our Religion is built, v#z. uporr the Apoftles and Pro- 
phets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone. 
And therefore unlels they can 4hake this Foundation, 
unleſs they will impeach. Chriſt and his Apoſlles, unleſs. 
they will charge the whole Church. of God with the 
guilt of Hereſic ; all.their attempts and batteries level- 
led againſt us will be vain and fruitleſs. The Church of 
England will {tif ſtand like a Rock, again{Fwhichthoſe- 
waves: may break themſelyes, whilft the'remains unbro-» 
keg-by them. Thus, 
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Thus, you ſee, how impoſſible it is for our Adverſaries to- 
make good their charge againſt rhe Church of England, and 
if they catinot doe it, we may ſafely conclude they have not 
done it ; and if they neither have, nor candoe it, then is it a 
foul aſperſion by them unjuſtly caft upon us. For which their 
unjuſt, uncharicable and unchriſtian cenſure, I pray God 
org them. 
ving thus kecured that Poſt which was moſt like!y ro be 
attacqued by the Enemy, I ſhall now take the boldneſs to. 
make a ſhort Sally upon them ; and rake an account of their 
ftrength, by cotrſidering ſome of rhe moſt material Arguments 
winch have been offered by their Champions to make good. 
their Charge. 
Arg. 1.Pope Nicholas (asI find him cited by Biſhop Fewel in 
the defence of his Apology, p. 2.) makes ſhort work of it, and 
very tnagiſterially doth-at once derermine the whote matter. 
For (faith he) Whofo denicth the  6e-29-x and ſupremacy of the De Mijor. 
Sceof Rottle, hath renounced rhe Fairh, and is an Heretick. & Obed, 
Anſ. To this I anſwer, 1. Ifthe privilege and ſupremacy of #2am San-. 
the See of Rome be an Article of Fairh, wedeſire to know in — 
which 'of the three Creeds, or in what part of the. Bible we ©, 
may find it, for we would not willingly be wanting in our 
complidnce with'aty Article of Faich. 2. Tf this be fo, then 
the Council of Chalcedox, confifting of 630 Biſhops and Reve- 
rehd Fathers garhered rogerher from all parts of the world, 
was a pack of Hereticks, for rhey gave equal privileges tothe 
See of Coriſt aritinople with'that of Reme. 3. Tt this beſo, then 
Pope Gregory thegreat (and I rake him to be attogether asin- 
fallible as Pope Nicholas) was an Heretick, for he calVerh him 
who uſurps fuch an arrogant ſtyle, the forerunner of Anti- 
obrifft. 4. If ſubjeCtion to the ſee of Rome be a neceſſary part 
in the Definition of Hereſte, rhen all the Chriſtians in the 
world, excepr thoſe of the. Roman Communion, are Here- 
ticks; for all of rhem, as well as we, [do unanimoufly oppoſe 
the Supremacy of the Biſhop of Rowe. 
Arg. 2. Their Angelical Doctour, and'Canonized Sainr, 
S. Tho, Aquinas, thus argueth. When @ matter is ouce derermined 12,4, :; 
by the Authority of the Catholick Church, if any one ſhall obſt+- 2,3; 
mately gainſay ſuch Determination, he is to be reputed an Here- 
tick, which Autherity (fairh he) deth principally reſide inthe Pope. 
Anſ. This Argumenris' founded upon ſeveral falſe Suppotiti-- 
ons: 4iz,, 1. Thatthe Church of Roxze isthe Catiolick Church, 
which, 
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which we cannot conſent to, becauſe we cannot believe that 
a part is the whole. 2. That the Determinations of that 
Church are obligatory to all other Churches. This we can» 
not agree with him in, becauſe Par in parem non habet imperi- 
um, Equa's have no authority over one another. 3. That 
the Authority of the Catholick Church is principally lodged 
in the Biſhop of Rowze. This we cannot believe, becauſe we 
have no warrant for it, either from the Holy Scriptures, or 
from the four firſt General Councils, or from any authentick 
Antiquity. 

Arg. 3. Preiteſtants are Hereticks, becauſe they oppoſe divers 
Truth propcunded for divine by the wiſible Church 

Anſ. This Argument is alſo ſupported by theſe falſe Sup- 
poſitions : 1. That to oppoſe any Truth propounded by the 
Church, is Hereſie; This we deny : We grant indeed that 
ro oppoſe any Truth, howſoever or by whomſoever propoun- 
ded, is an Errour ; but it cannot be called an Hereſie, unleſs 
it be ſuch a Truth as is an Eſſential part of the Goſpel of Chrift. 
2. That the Doctrines of the Church of Rome, which are op- 
poſed by Proteſtants are divine Truths. This we take to be 
a falſe Suppoſition, for we do not oppoſe any Truth, much 
leſs any divine Truth that is held by them, but only ſuch 
falſe and new invented Artic'es as are by them ſuperadded 
to the Catholick Faith. 3. That wharſoever is propounded 
by the Church of Ree, is propounded by the viſible Church, 
This we cafnor allow, becauſe we know that the Church of 
Rome is but a part, .and, God knows, a corrupted part too, 
of the viſible Church. .. 

Arg. 4. The wiſible Church is Tudge of Controverſies, and 
therefore Infallible ; To cppoſe her therefore 14 to oppoſe God, This 
Proteſt ants de, and therefore are guilty of _— in 
- Anſ. Iris heretakentor granted, 1. That the viſible Church 
is Judge of Controverſies. 2. That ſhe is Infallible. 3. That 
the Reman Church is this viſible Church. 4. That to oppoſe 
her'is to eppoſe God. All which Suppoſitions are matters of 
Diſpure berween-us and yer undetermined, and therefore 
very inſufficient grounds to build ſuch a charge upon. | . 

Arg. $. Want rg. of Biſhops and Paſtours holding al- 
ways the" ſame DoGl rine, and of the Forms of Ordaining Biſhops 
and Prieſi s which are in uſe tm the Roman Church, « a certain mark 
of Hereſie. Eut Froteſtants want all theſe things. Therefore, &Cc. 


An/. We deny the Major. For, 1. Nothing but want of 
Truth, 
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Truth, and holding Errour, can make or prove a Man or 
Church to be Heretical. 2. Becauſe it is not a Succeſſion of - 
Perfons, but of Doctrine, thag can ſecure a Church from He- 
reſie. And to ſuch a Succeſſion there are twothings neceſſary. 
i. That there be an agreement with the Apoſtles Dottrine. 
2. That there be an uninterrupted conveyance of it down to 
them who challenge ic : Both which we have. 

Arg. 6. Proteſtants have forſaken a Church conſeſſedly wery 
ancient, and beſides which there courd be demonſtrated no other w1- 
ffhle Church of Chrift upon earth. Therefore, &cc. 

Anſ. To this I anſwer, 1. That againft God and Trumh 
there lies no preſcription, and therefore it is great wiſedom 
to forſake ancient Errours for more ancient Truths. 2. That 
there are many other viſible Churches of Chrift upon earch 
beſides the Roman. 

'Theſe are the moſt material Arguments I have yet met 
with, by which our Adverſaries have attempted ro make 
good their charge of Hereſie againſt us ; and how rotten a 
foundation rheſe are to build ſuch a mighty Superſtrutture 
upon, I ſhall now leave to the impartial Reader to judge. 
And becauſe Ideſign brevity, and am unwilling todraw out this 

diſcourſe totoogreat a length, I ſhall now haſten toa concluſion. 


The CONCLUSION. 


N this Diſcourſe I have laid down ſuch a Notion of Here- 
ſie, as is generally received and owned by our Adverfaries 
themſelves, and by that have ſtriftly examined the Charge 
which they bring againſt us, and I hope, have made ic very 
plain and manifeſt, That the impuration of Hereſie to the 
Church of England, is a foul aſperſion, and cannot withour 
great injuſtice be caft upon Her. Which is the only thing I 

have undertaken to make good in this ſhorr Treariſe. | 
I am heartily forry that there ſhould be any occaſion for a 
Diſcourſe of this nature, I am a great lover of Peace and 
Truth, and do greatly abhor both Schiſm and Herchie ; by 
the former of which the Church's peace is diſturbed, and her 
Members crumbled into parties and factions ; and by the lart- 
ter of which her Truth is ſullied, her Dottrine perverted, 
and the whole frame of Religion put our of order. And 
therefore Ido earneſtly pray / as my dear Mother the Church, 
of 
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of England hath taught me) that all thoſe who- have -erred 
and aredeceived, may be brought into the way of truth, 

that Unity, Peace nd Concord may flouriſh in all Nations. 
have no plcaſure in ſtrife and d&bates, and if I were notcom- 
manded to contend earneſtly for the Faith, which was once 
delivered to the Saints, ſhould be very unwihogly drawn to 
engage in them. But when I mest with a layd and unground- 
ed clamour, branding thoſe who embrace, and endeavour to 
hoid faſt the holy Catholick Faith, with the odious names 
of Schiſmaticks and Hereticks , I cannot forbear according 
to my poor ability, to ſtand up in the defence of injured In- 
nocency, and abuſed Truth. This is that which I did de- 
ſign, and have attempted to doe, in both the Parts ofthis 
diſcourſe ; and if our [Adverſaries be angry with me for it, 
I cannot help it, nor am I much concerned-at ic. But if 
through weakneſs -or inadvertency, I have failed in my de- 
ſign, or not defended the Churchof Eng/and fo well as] ought, 


and as one more able  migftft -have done, from thoſe foul Aſ- 
proons, -which have been fo unjuſtly caſt upun her, I hym- 

y beg.her pardon,-and do freely ſubmit both my elf and 
undertaking to her cenſure, wel! knowing, (hat ſheis an jn- 


dulgent Mother, and will put a favourable conſtruftion up- 
on what was well meant. 4 : 

I ſhall conclude all with a paſſionate intreaty, and earneſt 
requeſt, bath to thoſe -of the: Rowan, and thoſe. of our own 
Communion, that they would all devoutly joyn with me in 
this humbleand hearty prayer to Almight God, TREE 

From all Sedition,prizvy Conſpiracy and Rebellion ; from all falſe 

Dottrine, Herefie, and Schiſm ; from haxdne(s of Heart, and 
cantempt of thy Word and Commandment, | Good Lord 
deuver us. 

F.1 &: & 
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Ns Queries to Pfoteſtants Anſwered, And an Explanation of Roman 
i) Catholick's Belief in Four Great Points confidered. 1. Concerning their 
Church. 2. Their Worſhip. 3. Juſtification. 4. Civil Government. 
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